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be recognized as genus homo by others besides the artist.
He will no longer draw something resembling a washtub
and ask his mother to write under it, "This is a kitty/' He
can draw a tree or a house which an adult without inside
information can identity. A child finds satisfaction in art
work o£ many kinds because he likes to be physically and
mentally active and to make something for himself or his
family. "Drawing is still a form of silent language, not a
form of art." His drawings at this age usually tell a story
which he wants others to understand. He must accordingly
see clearly how things look and control his pencil, brush, or
crayon sufficiently to ttanslate to paper the objects involved
in the story he wishes to tell.
A child's drawings show not only the extent to which he
can govern his hand muscles, but also the quality of his
observation. Like primitive people, primary children tend
to draw everything they know about an object regardless
of whether or not it can be seen from a given point of view.
Only one leg of a man on horseback can be seen from the
side. But children and primitive people know that the man
has two legs, and they show both legs in the picture.
Children draw large the detail that is most interesting
to them. If a child is more interested in the flower by
the house than in the house, he will draw the flower bigger
than the house. As faces are the most interesting part
of the body, the child usually draws them large in propor-
tion to the trunk and limbs. Children draw the things
that are attractive to them. Boats, trains, autos, fire engines,
houses, and people are the most popular subjects of chil-
dren's drawings. Bright colors also are favored.
Primary children are uncritical and enthusiastic about
their works of art. They do not worry if their drawings
are not exact representations of the objects. If the picture
tells a story or satisfactorily supplements their speech, they
are well content.
The drawing must be done quickly because ideas do not
linger long. Attention shifts rapidly from one thing to
another.

